
icons for: 
working groups (big 
meetings
science work
MSC certification

• Working Party on Methods

• Full assessment for MSC certification of P&L skipjack fishery Maldives

• Kobe 2 Workshop on Science

• Maldives joins the IOTC

• Kobe 3: Global Meeting of Tuna RFMOs

• MSE analysis

• Working party on Methods

• Oman fisheries management workshop

• IOTC adopts 'Precautionary Approach' resolution

• Maldives skipjack tuna fishery receives MSC certification (including ref points 
and HCRs that need action at IOTC)

• ISSF international workshop on HCRs and Reference Points for tuna RFMOs

• IOTC adopts Decision Framework Resolution

• Steering committee created to develop content of harvest control rules work-
shop under Common Oceans Project

• MSE Advisory Committee for Maldives 

• Sri Lanka Harvest Strategy Capacity Building workshop

• Ad hoc Methods Meeting, Ispra, Italy

• Common Oceans dialogue /(First) IOTC Science Management Dialogue

• Working party on Tropical Tunas & Methods and Science Committee Meeting

• Methods and Science Committee Meeting

• MSE Advisory Committee Meeting Dubai

• IOTC adopts Management Science Dialogues Resolution 

• ISSF holds international workshop on Characterizing uncertainty in stock 
assessment and management advice

• Ad hoc Methods Meeting, Ispra, Italy

• Harvest control rules proposal introduced

• IOTC revises Decision Framework Resolution

• IOTC work party on Tropical Tunas

• IOTC Science Committee Meeting

• Common Oceans Maldives Coastal States workshop

• Ad hoc Methods Meeting, Tokyo

• 3rd IOTC Management Procedures Dialogue

• IOTC adopts skipjack tuna harvest control rules

The Journey:
IOTC skipjack harvest control rules 

working groups 
or workshops

global gatherings

 science/technical work

MSC certification

decision points

Key

1.  Reduce the number 
of sets on FADs
a.) Shift to free school sets 
Sharks are more commonly found in natural log and FAD sets 
than they are on free swimming schools. For a given amount 
of fishing effort, shift to more free swimming school sets to 
reduce overall catch of sharks.

b.) Avoid setting on 
small schools of fish 
Avoiding sets on schools of tuna less than 10 tons would 
reduce the amount of bycatch of silky sharks by 21-41% 
depending on the region.
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